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Congratulations! You have reached the next stage of your educational journey 

and it is now time to start thinking about which GCSE subjects you would like 

to study in Years 9-11.   

 

Remember that education and training are vital to your future success.  The 

number of jobs for poorly qualified, unskilled people are shrinking quickly, so 

it’s important that you take time to consider which courses are right for you; 

which courses will you enjoy and achieve well in? 

 

Don’t panic!  There are many people here to help you choose the right 

courses for you.  

 

If you or your parents/carers have any questions at any time, please come 

and see me or email me – no question is a silly question! 



 

What choices do I need to make? 
 

All students will study the following CORE subjects at GCSE level: 

- English Language 
- English Literature  
- Maths  
- Science (either Double or Triple Award) 
- RE  

 

You can then choose three OPTION subjects from the following:  

 

 
 

You will find out more about each subject in the upcoming Options Assemblies 
and at the Year 8 Options Information Evening.   



Qualifications Explained – How do GCSEs relate to 
any future qualifications I may wish to take? 

 

Your GCSEs lay the foundation for your future educational and careers choices.  The better you 
do in your GCSEs, the more opportunities you will have available to you in the future.   

 

What next? 

It is a legal requirement for all young people to be in education or work based training until the age 
of 18.  Therefore, when you leave Bonus Pastor at the end of Year 11, you will be moving on to a 
college, sixth form, or apprenticeship.  We will help you to choose the correct pathway for you.  
The GCSEs that you pick, and the grades you achieve, will determine what you are able to 
progress on to in Year 12 and beyond.  See Ms Hill to find out more about this.  

 

 

BTEC 

BTEC 

BTEC 



 



 



Help!  I Do Not Know What to Choose! 
 

Don’t panic!  Choosing your GCSEs can feel like a big decision, and it is important 
that you feel that you have made the right decision for you.  

No question is a silly question, and it is important that you get all the information 
before you make your choices.  

 

Questions you may have Where/How to find the answer  
What is included in each GCSE course? 
How is each course assessed?  

- Options assemblies  
- Ask subject teachers and 

curriculum leaders  
- Curriculum Choices evening  

Do my option choices complement each 
other? 

- Ask the Leader of Careers and 
Transition – Ms Hill   

I’m not sure what to pick – who can I 
talk to? 

- Head of Year  
- Head of House  
- Leader of Careers and Transition 

– Ms Hill  
How will my option choices affect my 
future job prospects? 

- Log on to the National Careers 
Service 

- Look at local Labour Market 
Information 

- Ask the Leader of Careers and 
Transition – Ms Hill  

I think I’ve made my choices, but I don’t 
know if they are right for me – what 
should I do? 

- Speak to your Head of 
Year/House 

- Ask your subject 
teachers/curriculum leaders  

- See Ms Hill  
Can I change my option choices if I do 
not like them? 

- See Head of Year  



Choosing Options That Interest and Motivate You 
What interests you?  What makes you work hard? 

Tick anything that you enjoy doing in each category: 

 

 

Add up the amount of ticks for each group and note them down here: 

Group A B C D E F 
Number 
of ticks 

      

 

Check your scores!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Mostly As Subjects to Consider 
 
 

You like practical work and look for opportunities to 
be active and hands-on. 

Art and Design  
Photography  

Creative Media  
Graphic Design 

PE 
Music 
Drama  

Mostly Bs Subjects to Consider  
 

You are creative and look for opportunities to 
express yourself and create new things. 

Art and Design  
Photography  

Creative Media  
Graphic Design 

PE 
Music 

Mostly Cs Subjects to Consider  
You are sociable and are interested in finding out 

more about the world around you. 
Geography 

History  
Spanish  
French 

Mostly Ds Subjects to Consider  
You like to investigate things.  Look for options 
where you can use these skills to find out more 

about the world. 

Geography 
Business  
History  

Mostly Es Subjects to Consider  
 
 

You are an enterprising young person.  Consider 
options where you can bring together your energy 

and communication skills.  

Business  
Creative Media  

Spanish  
French  

Art  
Photography  

Graphic Design  
Drama 

Mostly Fs Subjects to Consider  
You like to be organised and thorough.  Find out 

more about options where you can use your 
planning and communication skills to find out more 
about the systems and structures that inform the 

working world.  

Business 
History  

Creative Media 
Geography  



Online Careers Information, Advice and Guidance 
 

You may find the following websites useful when thinking about what you would like to study, and 
what you would like to do in later life. 

National Careers Service  

 
- provides information, advice and guidance to help you make decisions 

about learning, training and work opportunities.   
- offers 1-2-1 guidance via online messenger or telephone calls. 
- gives detailed information about jobs, careers and courses, including 

entry requirements, average salary and working hours. 
 

 

iCould 

- careers videos from a range of careers, including jobs that may be 
more unusual. 

- buzz quiz for students to identify what subjects or careers they may be 
best suited to. 

- information for parents and carers on how to support young people making careers 
decisions. 
 

Amazing Apprenticeships  

- explains what apprenticeships are and the different levels they 
can be studied at.  
- search for local apprenticeship vacancies.  
- live broadcasts from current apprentices sharing their 
experiences and advice.  
- information for parents and carers.  

 

SACU 

- careers quizzes to help students choose careers, courses or 
apprenticeships. 

- provides information about vacancies, entry requirements, wages 
and working hours.  
 

Barclays LifeSkills 

- helps students match their interests to courses, jobs and 
careers. 
- provides advice for students and parents about the KS5 
transition.  
 



Frequently Asked Questions 

The process of choosing GCSE subjects can be a little daunting, but there are a 
fantastic team of people around you to help and support you to make the best 

decisions for you and your future.  

 

Q: Should I choose my GCSE options based on what I am good at? 

A: YES!  This is an important factor when choosing your GCSE subjects.  If you excel in a subject, 
this is likely to help you manage your workload and achieve high results.   This will be important 
when making career choices in the future. 

 

Q: Should I choose a GCSE subject based on whether I like the teacher or not? 

A: No!  Multiple teachers teach each subject, so there is no guarantee that you will get your 
favourite teacher.  Choose subjects that you enjoy and that you excel at.   

 

Q:  Should I choose a GCSE subject because my friends are doing it? 

A:  No!  There is no guarantee that you will be in the same class as others who pick the same 
subjects as you, so do not let your friends influence your decision about what subjects to study.  

 

Q: Who can I ask for advice about my option choices? 

A: Your subject teachers, your Head of Year, or the Leader of Careers – Ms Hill.  

 

Q: Will my Post 16 choices by affected by the GCSE subjects I choose now? 

A: Some A Level and BTEC subjects do not require you to have studied them at GCSE, for 
example Business, Health and Social Care and Media Studies, but others do, including 
Geography and History.    

 

Q: Will universities, apprenticeship providers and jobs care about my GCSEs? 

A: Yes!  English and Maths are particularly important.  For degrees, apprenticeships or jobs that 
do not require specific subjects, they will require certain grades, so make sure you pick subjects 
that you enjoy and that you will do well at. 

 

 

Got more questions?   

No problem – email Ms Hill and she will get straight back to you! 

hillr@bp.lewisham.sch.uk 


