
New Year 7s: Frequently Asked Questions: 
  

1. What is happening in September? When do we start? 
Over the summer, once plans have been finalised, we will contact all parents to let you know the 
arrangements for your child's first day. This information will also be on the school website.  
  

2.  What uniform do I need and where do I get it? 
Please see list of stockists and the uniform list below. Please note a tie will be provided for your child on their 
first day so you do not need to purchase a tie. Year 7 students should purchase a grey jumper (for key stage 3 
students) rather than a black jumper (for key stage 4 students). Please note girls are allowed to wear the 
listed trousers from September.  Students must wear the Bonus Pastor PE kit for all PE lessons and after 
school sports clubs.  
  

3.  What equipment do I need to bring?  
Please see the attached list of required equipment. A school planner will be given to your child on their first 
day.  
  

4.  Can I bring my phone to school? 
We have a no phones policy at school called 'see it, hear it, lose it'.  We do not recommend you bring your 
phone to school but if you choose to, we should not see it or hear it. If we do, we will confiscate your phone 
and inform your parents.  You may collect your phone at the end of the day from our safe which is located in 
reception. If this occurs more than once, a further sanction will be implemented. If you lose your phone at 
school, the school does not accept responsibility for this loss.  
  

5. How does the timetable work? 
We have a two week timetable which tells you which lessons you have each day over two weeks. This then 
repeats throughout the year.  In week 1 you will register with the rest of year 7. In week 2 you will register in 
your houses which are mixed between all year groups.  
  

6.  What time does school start? 
School starts at 8.25am. This is when the first bell goes and you must be in your classroom by 8.30am for 
registration. We recommend arriving to school earlier than 8.25am.  There is a breakfast club from 8.00am in 
the canteen.  
  

7. What time does school end? 
School ends at 3.05pm.  You will leave your last lesson and go straight home unless you are part of an after 
school club or have a detention.  Please note that depending on the timetable, your child could be at either 
building (Churchdown or Winlaton) at the end of the day. Please note, all students wearing Bonus Pastor 
uniform are expected to go directly home after school once they leave the school site.  
  

8. How long is lunchtime?  
Lunch is from 12.35pm to 1.15pm.  The canteen serves a variety of hot and cold food options and you can also 
bring a packed lunch. The canteen provides a vegetarian option every day alongside their daily menu. 
Students are expected to clear their plates/area when they have finished eating in the canteen.  There are 
opportunities at lunch time to play various sports such as table tennis, basketball, and football. Year 7 
students MUST spend their lunchtime in the Churchdown building.  
  

9.  How do I pay for lunch? 
We are a 'cashless' school which means that parents should use 'Parent Mail' rather than send students into 
school with money. In the event this is not possible, we do have machines in both buildings where money can 



be added to your student lunch account. We use a biometric system at the tills which means using your 
thumb print which links to your account, rather than paying with money. We would prefer students do not 
bring any money to school.  
  

10. Will I have to go between Churchdown and Winlaton? 
Yes. You will need to walk between the buildings to get to your different lessons. There are 5 minutes 
allocated between lessons to allow for this. It is a short walk and all students in the school change sites in the 
same way. You will be expected to walk safely and sensibly yourself between buildings, being respectful of our 
neighbours. Please note students are not allowed to go between buildings during lesson time unless 
accompanied by a member of staff.  
  

11.  Do you have lockers? 
No. You will be expected to carry the books and equipment you need for each day in a suitable black school 
bag. A back pack that is comfortable to wear is recommended.  
  

12.  Will I get a lot of homework? 
You will likely get more homework than you have in primary school, but if you use your planner and are 
organised you should get used to it quickly, and find it helps your learning. If you are stuck or have any issues, 
you should ask you teachers for advice before the deadline.  
  

13. How do detentions work? 
Hopefully you will not be given a detention but if you are, your teacher will write this in your planner. You can 
be given up to 20 minutes on the same day without warning. If a detention is longer than 20 minutes, this will 
occur on a different day so your parents can be informed with at least 24 hours notice.  
  

14.  What is the House system? 
There are 6 houses, each with its own history and leader. They are represented by six colours. On your first 
day you will find out which house you are in and you will be given a tie which has your house colours on. The 
house system provides lots of opportunities for students to get involved in fundraising for charity, inter-house 
competitions and sports, and trips.  
  

15.  What subjects will I study? 
You will study a variety of different topics, some you may have done before and some that may be new to 
you. English, Maths, Science, RE, History, Geography, Art, Computing, Drama, Design and Technology, French, 
Spanish, Music, and PE. There are lots of exciting trips offered from many of these departments too, some 
even as far as New York, Berlin, and Disneyland Paris!  
  

16.  What after school clubs are there? 
There is a vast array of clubs you can join at Bonus Pastor ranging from sports teams, science club, drama club, 
choir, languages, student council, and many, many more. When you join us we will give you a list of all the 
clubs and which days they are on so you can decide which you would like to try.  
  

17.  Will I be in a class with my friends from primary school? 
Not necessarily.  Classes are put together with a mix of all different primary schools and a ratio of boys to girls. 
We encourage everyone to speak to people they don't know and make as many friends as possible.  Everyone 
is likely feeling the same as you so take this opportunity to meet lots of new people. There are a lot of 
students who are the only person coming from their primary school, so if you do know people coming to 
Bonus, you can help everyone get to know each other. For the core subjects, once you have settled in, your 
classes will change to sets based on ability. These classes are regularly reviewed and therefore classes can 
change as time goes on.  



  
18. I feel nervous about coming to secondary school.  

We want to reassure you that although secondary school is different to primary, there are lots of reasons you 
should be excited and lots of staff and older students who will look after you and help you. As a small faith 
school, everyone is very welcoming and you'll get to know everyone quickly.  
  

19.  What do I do if I am late? 
Please try to arrive to school early - before 8.25am. If you arrive between 8.30 - 8.45am you should go to 
registration and speak to your tutor. If you arrive after 8.45am you need to sign in at reception before going to 
your lesson.  
  

20. What do I do if I am ill? 
If you are too ill to come to school, your parent should call the school ideally before 9.00am to report your 
absence to our Attendance Officer Mrs Cordrey.  You can leave a message on her extension number if you 
cannot get through. Please ensure you say your child's full name and tutor group and the reason they are not 
at school.  You can also email your child's Head of Year (Ms Winder) if you you are concerned about any work 
that may be missed.  
  

21. What do I do if I have an appointment? 
If you have an unavoidable medical or dental appointment that takes place during the school day, please 
provide a copy of the appointment letter to Mrs Cordrey (Attendace Officer) and Ms Winder (Head of Year 7) 
in advance and inform us of the arrangements. On the day, your child will need to sign out at reception before 
leaving, and sign back in if you return.  
  

22.  What if my child is missing school but they are not ill? 
Depending on the circumstance, you should contact Mrs Cordrey (Attendance Officer) and Ms Winder (Head 
of Year 7) for advice well in advance. In exceptional circumstances, the Headteacher Mr Ronan may also be 
informed.  
  

23. What support do you offer? 
Your child will have a team of people supporting them as well as their subject teachers. Additionally there are 
various teams in the school who support students' specific needs.  Your child will have a year and house tutor 
that they see every morning. They have Ms Winder (Head of Year) and a Head of House who provide pastoral 
care, as well as Ms Stock who works with Key Stage 3. The Senior Team and Headteacher overview care of all 
our students.  We have an excellent learning mentor team and SEND department, as well as an EAL 
coordinator who offer additional support and care. If you have any further questions regarding support, 
please do get in contact.  
 

24.  Can I cycle to school? 
Yes, we have facilities for you to park and lock your bike located next to Churchdown reception if you choose 
to cycle. Please ensure you wear a helmet and bring a bike lock.  Please note we are unable to store helmets 
etc for students.  
  

25.  Anything else we should know? 
Lost property can be a major problem in September for our new students. Please make sure your child's full 
name is on all of their belongings.   
 


