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 2019/2020 Term Dates 
 

Summer Term 2020 

Tuesday 21st April - Friday 22nd May  

 
(Half Term is from Monday 25th May to  

Friday 29th May) 

Monday 1st June - Wednesday 15th July  

Important notices an 
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Complimentary copy   

Principal’s News  
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Dear students and families 
 
I am often asked by visitors why we at Bonus Pastor Catholic College publish a 
weekly edition of our Pastorale when most schools only send out half termly 
newsletters. The answer is because we have so much going on each week 
and so many great stories to celebrate! 
 
We are all missing the hustle and bustle of daily school life and I wanted to 
write to you under these unique circumstances to share some of the examples 
of inspiring work I have seen from our students in recent weeks.  During the 
lockdown, students are still sending through outstanding work which shows 
that our spirit and ethos remain as strong as ever during these difficult times. 
In this edition of Pastorale you will see how students are still managing to 
achieve milestones on their road to achieving the Bonus Pastor Charter. How 
some students are gaining valuable transferable skills through other tasks such 
as cooking and supplementary courses. I am also sharing with you some bril-
liant art pieces across all year groups and some wonderful poetry as well as a 
playground art tribute to Captain Tom who has touched the nation with his 
fundraising campaign. 
 
Please stay safe and well during these difficult times and continue to keep your 
spirits high.  
 
God bless 
 
Mr Ronan 
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 Useful online learning for pupils. 
General websites. 

https://www.thenational.academy/     A new national website with resources being added all the time. 
Not all subjects and all topics are covered yet. But watch this space. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize     All subjects for all years. New lessons every day. 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/teacher-essentials/home-learning   Free resources created by 
teachers to help parents and pupils learn at home. Suitable for all subjects and a wide range of ages. 

https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/find/classroom     A resource based on Global Citizen-
ship and not necessarily subject specific but a valuable insight into unfamiliar people, places and themes. 
Can be filtered by age, subject and theme. 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen   Free audio books for as long as schools are closed. 

https://theday.co.uk/subscriptions/the-day-home   A free newsletter designed to bring current events 
and issues to pupils and encourage debate and critical thinking. 

English 

https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/publications/free-key-stage-3-and-home-learning-pack  Free to 
download home learning pack for Y7-9. 

https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free&Age+Group=GCSE&Subject=English+Language   Free 
resources aimed at GCSE pupils. 

Science. 

For science pupils should all have log in details to the two best ones: 

www.pearsonactivelearn.com (This has online versions of our textbooks as well as activities pupils can 
complete) 

www.educake.co.uk (This has quiz questions and one way we are setting formative assessments)  

At GCSE I would suggest the following youtube channels are really helpful: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw Free science lessons 

https://www.youtube.com/user/virtualschooluk FuseSchool 

For home learning resources/ extracurricular stuff I would suggest:  

https://www.stem.org.uk/ 

Maths. 

www.mymaths.co.uk    lessons and homework 

www.corbettmaths.com   videos and practice 

www.bossmaths.com    lessons, activities, practice 

www.sumdog.com   lesson practice 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons      BBC Bitesize KS3 and GCSE 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons      BBC Bitesize daily lessons 

www.thenational.academy    Oak National Academy    lessons and practice 
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Simon Year 7 

Anastascia Year 11 

https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/teacher-essentials/home-learning
https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/find/classroom
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://theday.co.uk/subscriptions/the-day-home
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/publications/free-key-stage-3-and-home-learning-pack
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free&Age+Group=GCSE&Subject=English+Language
http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com
http://www.educake.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw
https://www.youtube.com/user/virtualschooluk
http://www.mymaths.co.uk
http://www.corbettmaths.com
http://www.bossmaths.com
http://www.sumdog.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
http://www.thenational.academy
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The BP Charter…From Home—cont.. 
Niall’s Bonus Pastor Challenge - 500 word story  
 
The Night Walk                                 12.4.2020  
 
It was a dark and stormy night; and a boy named Timmy was walking around the streets 
looking for ghosts. The reason why Timmy was looking for ghosts was because all his friends 
told him they weren’t real but he strongly believed that they were. He really wanted to prove 
them wrong. Timmy thought that if he looked hard enough he would find something. He’d 
done his research and thought that he would find something in the local cemetery.  It was 
long into the night and Timmy began to give up hope. He began to think that they might be 
right and just wanted to get back to his house. He decided to take a shortcut through the de-
serted factory that was usually boarded up. He crept through a hole in the fence and ran 
through the dim courtyard. He stumbled across something, tripped over and fell to the 
ground. Everything went dark and something just loomed in front of him, something that was 
about to change his life. And what he saw was a tall shadowy Figure standing in the middle 
of the vast space with no face but if it had one it would be staring right at him. 
 
Timmy's face was filled with fear and his whole body was shaking. He didn't know what to do. 
All he could do was pray that this was all a big nightmare. But it wasn't, because when he 
closed his eyes and opened them back again the tall figure was still there. Timmy finally built 
up the courage to stammer, “who are you?'' The creature did not reply; it just stood there and 
watched. Timmy tried to run but he just couldn't move a single muscle in his body because 
he was so frightened.  
 
A few seconds later, the tall creature put out its arm and laid his hand on Timmy's shoulder. 
So many thoughts were going through Timmy’s head right now. He was frozen to the spot, 
For an instant, he thought that the creature was trying to comfort him, Then there were no 
more thoughts. Timmy’s body started to shudder as the creature was taking out all the 
thoughts and memories from Timmy’s head. It seemed as if his head had gone blank or as if 
something was controlling him. In the blink of an eye the creature was gone. Timmy ran.  
 
As Timmy arrived at his house, his mum rushed to him and frantically said “WHERE HAVE 
YOU BEEN!” Timmy did not reply and turned to her slowly. He just put out his arm and laid 
his hand on her shoulder. …. 
 
Now the creature had control of two humans and he was planning to get the whole world. A 
few minutes later, the doorbell rang and the creature thought that he could take control of 
even more humans. Timmy opened the door and in front of him was his friends laughing and 
saying “ did you like our joke?” Timmy looked back at his mum to see if she was ok. She was 
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Quarantine  

 

Quarantine , 
Is this a weird dream , 

The walls are closing in . 
 

Stuck inside , 
No friends by my side , 

Because of Covid-19. 
 

All plans gone down the drain , 
And barely any CO2 from planes , 
As I watch the April sun go down. 

 

People dying on their own , 
And loved ones via the phone , 
As they gasp for every breath . 

 

 

Can you take me back in time , 
To the life that once was mine , 

As we live another plague. 
 

I don’t know how long is left , 
And if we will ever take another breath, 
As the trees release their spring leaves. 

 

A lesson must be learned , 
When the world finally gets turned , 

After the hell of Covid-19. 
 

What a year this has started off to be ,  
As we start school week number 3, 

The walls are closing in. 
 

Sienna Year 8 



24th April 2020                 Volume 17, Issue 25                                 Page 

www.bonuspastor.co.uk 
Follow us on Twitter: @bonus_pastor  

Second Sunday of Easter or Divine Mercy Sunday 

The Holy Gospel that the Liturgy presents to us on this second Sunday of Easter, is one of the 

most well known, discussed, and appreciated—the meeting of the Risen Lord with St Thomas. 

The Fathers of the Church have given us numerous insights into this Gospel text. Likewise, it is 

has proven the inspiration to the numerous artists who have physically represented the events of 

this Gospel in order to give us a clear idea of what happened, ‘eight days after’ the first appari-

tion of the Risen One, to the disciples congregated in the cenacle. 

Jesus’ response to Thomas, after he recognized Him as ‘My Lord and my God’, has a mysterious 

fascination that must relate not so much to the disciples—those who ‘have seen’—but rather to 

those, like us, who were added to their number afterwards. ‘You have come to believe because 

you have seen me. Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.’ (Jn 20:29) 

The attention that these words evoke seams yet more paradoxical if we remember that the Lord 

had proposed, to the same author of the Gospel, what can be justly referred to as the Christian 

method, ‘come and see’ (Jn 1:39). How can we possibly reconcile these two phrases by Jesus 

that form the ideal setting for the whole of the fourth Gospel? Perhaps, in the end, the Lord de-

cided to change His method? What do the words ‘have not seen’ really mean? 

The timely recollection of the ‘eight days after,’ which is the Sunday after the Resurrection, per-

mits us to tie our reflection to one of the most significant Eucharistic hymns composed by anoth-

er Thomas, St Thomas Aquinas. In the Adore Te Devote, which refers to the Eucharist, we read: 

‘Sight, touch, taste are all deceived in their judgement of you. But hearing suffices firmly to be-

lieve’. Combining these words with today’s Gospel we can justly affirm that the experience ‘to 

see’ was not denied to us, but it is in contrast with the Apostle Thomas’ physical experience, who 

was able to put his own finger into the holes in Christ’s hands and side, whilst we can only com-

prehend it in the faith which is guarded and transmitted by the Church, our Mother and Teacher. 

That which we ‘have not seen’ is therefore the glorious Body of the Risen One. However, today 

we have the ability to ‘listen’ to the Word of God and the Magisterium of the Church and so we 

can ‘see’ the real Body of Christ which is the Eucharist. We can ‘see’ His Mystical Body which is 

the Church. We can ‘see’ Him in our lives and in the lives of our many brothers who, after meet-

ing the Lord in a real but mysterious way, are united to Him in His Spirit! 

Like Thomas, Christ calls us to fill the holes left by the instruments of the passion in His Body 

with our own hands so that our lives and the verbal witness that we give proclaim His Resurrec-

tion. Our senses could betray us, but we know that we have met the Risen One and we have 

recognized Him! 

 

The certain hope that Peter, who betrayed the Lord three times for fear of death, proclaims to us 
with the words, ‘rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy’ (1 Peter 1:8), become fully com-
prehensible because blessed are they that ‘have not seen’ the Risen Lord, but seeing the joy of 
His disciples ‘have believed’ in Him! 

Faith Matters 
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Anastascia Year 11 

Nadia Year 9  



24th April 2020                 Volume 17, Issue 25                                 Page 

www.bonuspastor.co.uk 
Follow us on Twitter: @bonus_pastor  

The BP Charter…From Home—cont.. 

The Highland Falcon Thief book review by Piotr Mickiewicz (Y7)  
 
The Highland Falcon Thief is a good book for people who like Adventure, Crime, Mystery and 
Trains. It has 272 pages and is written by MG Leonard and Sam Sedgman. 
 
It is about A boy called Hal who came on the Highland Falcon with his journalist uncle because 
his mum was giving birth. At first he hated it but then became friends with a stowaway girl. Her 
dad was the driver and she came because she is interested in trains. However, a big jewel and 
necklace goes missing on-board. Together with Lenny, Hal finds the thief and saves the day. 
 
I would recommend this for people who enjoy Adventure, Crime, Mystery and Trains. This 
book is the best one i have read in a while. Its affordable and high quality. If you want a good 
book that has a great story this book is for you. The illustrations are good and there is a sequel 
coming out if your hungry for more. The setting of the book is The Highland Falcon train
(fictional) and the genre is mystery. This book starts at King Cross and ends at Paddington. If 
you can’t get it in real life you can get an eBook version. 
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Careers Corner 
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The BP Charter…From Home 
As you know, we have adapted our usual BP Charter, into the BP Charter From Home, which 
comes with a range of extracurricular and enrichment activities that pupils can be doing from 
home to help stretch and challenge, enrich them, and stop them getting bored during this pro-
longed period of time at home! It also helps to improve student’s CVs, and applications for col-
lege/6th forms and university, and students will be rewarded and celebrated for completing The 
Charter From Home, and many of the activities will also go towards and help them tick off their 
usual BP Charter as well! 

We’ve had a fantastic response already, with lots of pupils sending in evidence of their activities 
to Mr Lawrence including: 

Lots of meals cooked for parents / families, including pasta bakes, omelettes, Easter cakes, 
pizzas and more; 

Employability training online courses completed; 

500 words stories;  

Book reviews; 

First Aid Online courses; 

Letters written to MPs about topics such as litter in the local area and child online safety, 

Virtual tours of the Houses of Parliament, Tate Modern and National Portrait Gallery; 

Decorated Bible passages and prayers written for tutor groups; 

And lots more!  

Want to get involved?  

Why not try visiting a university online? Or even completing an online university course? Or 
hold your own Mini Olympics? Visit the world via Google Streetview or watch one of the Nation-
al Theatre productions online?  

If you have forgotten what is on the list please check in your Form Tutor Google Classroom, or 
download it from the school website’s Covid19 page (there’s a link on the website home page). 

Send any photos and other evidence to Mr Lawrence at lawrencen@bp.lewisham.sch.uk 
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Nicholas Year 11 
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