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Dear Parents, 

I hope you, your children and families are all keeping well during this difficult 
time. 
 
As you will be aware the educational landscape has shifted significantly over 
the past few days in response to the Covid-19 crisis. We had, this week, been 
preparing for a short period of online learning but since the announcement of 
the National Lockdown on Monday evening we are now preparing for school 
closure until at least February half term. We were all very saddened to hear this 
news but understand the necessity to keep everyone safe during this period of 
national and global crisis. 
 
Since the last period of school closure we have been reviewing our Remote 
learning policy which will be published on our website along with training videos 
which can be accessed by both parents and students. 

The main headlines for online learning are; 

• Every day teachers will log on and follow their teaching timetable. 
The lessons will all be Interactive and will be a mix of live and 
recorded lessons.  

• Lessons will be accessed by Google classroom but will utilize 
capabilities of the system through Google Meet etc to allow for live 
interaction.  

• Google will also be used in conjunction with a number of other 
sources and platforms such as Loom, Edpuzzle etc. 

• Students will receive regular feedback and teachers will always be 
available during timetabled lessons to answer questions. 

• Every day students should follow their normal timetable p1-6 and 
take breaks at 10.30am and 12.35pm as per our normal school day.  

• Training videos on how to access and use these platforms will be 
published on the website by the end of this week and are accessible 
to all students and parents. 

• Any issues or concerns regarding Computer access should be 
flagged up to your Head of Year as soon as possible. 

• All students work and access will be logged and monitored daily and 
we will be contacting home weekly. 

 
Please contact your child’s Head of Year if you have any questions regarding 
the plans for remote learning. 



 
This morning I delivered an assembly which explained the importance for your 
child to engage in the remote learning offer, it is compulsory for your child to 
engage online and we need students to receive this message. We appreciate 
your support with this and any feedback regarding your child’s access and 
engagement would be appreciated as we seek to keep this dialogue open. 
 
Please find link to the assembly  
 
https://www.loom.com/share/3f2efc8fdc634a8a88a6ac0610abbbc3 
 
 Enrichment 

As you know during the last school closure period our students did us proud 
with their continuous commitment to enrichment. We will be offering the 
following programmes online and many other initiatives throughout this period; 

 BP Charter at Home: We were amazed with some of the inventive ways 
in which our students gained points towards their Charter qualification. 
This will continue throughout Lockdown and Mr Lawrence will be 
communicating details. 

 BP Plus More Able project: A More Able research project designed to 
be delivered online. Mr Petrie is already meeting with students who are 
engaging and enjoying this valuable project. 

 Duke of Edinburgh: Mr Lawrence will be organising online training in 
preparation for expeditions and new Year 9 recruits will receive invites. 

 House competitions: The points table is incredibly tight and 
competitive this year and the house leaders have published details on 
how to earn House points online. 

 Literacy: I cannot stress enough the importance of continuing to read 
during this period. Mr Young will be publishing information regarding 
your child’s free subscription to the online library and further details for 
tailored literacy support. 

 Career Advice and Guidance workshops: Ms Hill will continue to offer 
opportunities to hear from our vibrant alumni and to seek online career 
opportunities 

 The Diversity group: Students will receive the invites for meetings with 
me, Ms Clarke and student voice. 

 Student Voice: Miss Sharp-Higgins will continue to meet the Student 
Voice group and work on strategic items 

 LIVE Subject Masterclasses and Lectures: This is a new initiative and 
the Lead Practitioners and Subject Teachers will be publishing details of 
how to access the Masterclasses. 

Year 11 

I know that the announcement that GCSE exams will not go ahead will have 
been met with huge disappointment, frustration and upset. Our students have 
worked incredibly hard and we have been amazed with how well they have 
progressed this year.  



That being said we have prepared the students for the eventuality that Centre 
Assessed Grades/Moderated Teacher grades would play a part in the summer. 
Our students have worked hard and we will do everything in our power to 
ensure they receive the results they deserve. The new system will be fair and 
balanced. Grades should be awarded based on objective evidence. Any grades 
that teachers set will be moderated carefully, to ensure they are consistent 
within and between schools. We are already well prepared for gathering 
evidence for this, but there is still a very long way to go, so my message to each 
student is to keep going!  

The Mock exams are one element of the evidence gathering process but will 
not be your child’s final grades. Your child has, and will be given every 
opportunity to improve their grades over the next few months and they should 
grab this opportunity with both hands by working with us to support them. 

It is really important that students in year 11 fully engage with the remote 
learning. There is due to be an announcement from the DFE imminently to 
update schools on the situation with regards to exams and I will write to you 
again once we know more. 

Parents evening will still take place on Thursday 14th January via SchoolCloud 
so please bring any questions to this meeting or email Ms Stock, Ms Hill or Mr 
Ryan. 

 Covid-19 Testing  

Our staff and Testing team have received valuable training and are prepared 
and ready for when your child returns to school. Further information and a 
consent form will be sent separately. Although it is still our intention to carry out 
lateral flow testing on the small number of students who are coming on site for 
key worker provision or as vulnerable students, the wider mass testing that has 
been planned will now go on hold until we know when students are going to 
return to site. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or your child’s Head of Year if you need 
support with any aspect of your child’s learning. 

I would like to thank you again for your support and encouragement during this 
challenging time and we will continue to work together to ensure your child 
continues to learn and progress during this period. 

I hope you and your families continue to stay safe and well  

God bless  

 Yours sincerely 

 

 

Jonathan Ronan 

Principal 


