
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I hope you and your families are keeping safe and well 

I know, like us, that you have been eagerly awaiting the news that your child can return to 
school. I am pleased to say that the government have announced that all students will return 
to school from the 8th March 2021.  

 

The DFE have published guidance for schools which can be found here 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da
ta/file/963541/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf 

 

We have had time to consider the most recent guidance and the key message is that with 
system controls, testing arrangements and protective measures we are able to reopen 
for all students from the 8th March. Your child will have a specific start date on the 
week commencing 8th March as detailed below. 

We believe that all systems of controls are essential and the way in which we are 
implementing them will ensure that we continue to offer a full, broad and balanced 
curriculum. We have reviewed our risk assessment in line with the current guidance 

 

Some of the key pieces of information are: 

 

Covid-19 Lateral Flow tests 

From the 8th March, all pupils should attend school. Secondary pupils will be offered testing 
from this date. After three Covid 19 tests in secondary school and one home test, there will 
be twice-weekly tests carried out by parents and carers at home.  

Schools will continue to provide some testing facilities for those children whose parents 
might not be able to carry out testing.  

A consent form for the testing will be sent out via parentmail and I will write to you again with 
further information once the DFE have published details of how to obtain and administer the 
home testing kits. 

 

 

 

 

 



Return to school dates and date of initial lateral flow Covid-19 Test 

In order to carry out all tests with each year group, we will be operating a staggered return to 
school.  

This will also allow us to safely administer all tests, meet with your child, and go through all 
of the key information and training to ensure they are equipped and ready to return to 
school.  

They will receive their test and then will return to ‘face to face’ teaching in school the 
following day. The dates are as follows: 

 

Year group  Covid 19 Test date and 
time 

Date of return to face to 
face learning 

11 Monday 8th March 
 
11AD/ 11CA- 8.30am 
11EM/ 11JS- 9.30am 
11PJ/ 11SM- 10.30am 
 

Tuesday 9th March 

7 Tuesday 9th March 
 
7AA/ 7BB- 8.30am 
7CC/ 7EM- 9.30am 
7JS/ 7TK- 10.30am 
 
 

Wednesday 10th March 

10 Wednesday 10th March 
 
10AA/ 10AW- 8.30am 
10BC/ 10CH- 9.30am 
10NO/ 10TM- 10.30am 
 
 
 

Thursday 11th March 

8 Thursday 11th March 
 
8DR/ 8HB- 8.30am 
8LT/ 8MR- 9.30am 
8NC/ 8TS- 10.30am 
 
 

Friday 12th March 

9 Friday 12th March 
 
9DA/ 9EP- 8.30am 
9JF/ 9PJB- 9.30am 
9SD/ 9WF- 10.30am 
 
 

Monday 15th March 

 

Please ensure your child arrives for testing at the time allocated above for their tutor 
group on their given day. Your child will return home immediately once their Lateral 



Flow Test has been completed and you can expect them to be finished within one 
hour.  

Please also ensure that your child attends school in their full school uniform.  

 

Start and finish time remain the same as last term 

Students will continue to have staggered starts and finishes in the following order: 

Start times: 

Year 11 and Year 10- 8.30am 

Year 7 and Year 8- 8.45am 

Year 9- 9.00am 

Finish times: 

Year 10- 3.05pm 

Year 11- 3.15pm  

Year 7- 3.05pm 

Year 8- 3.15pm 

Year 9- 3.25pm 

 

‘Protective Bubbles’ 

 All students will be kept in separate ‘bubbles’- These will be in Year groups 7-11 
 Students will continue to be separated from other students, however all classes on 

their normal timetable will be taught, by their assigned teachers and specialists. We 
will continue to achieve this by facilitating teacher movement across the school.  

Lunch and break 

 In order to separate the bubbles at lunch, we will continue to operate a system where 
year groups will need to be served lunches in separate areas of the school. We will 
ask that Parentmail is used exclusively, so please ensure you have appropriate 
details and log ins.  

 Please note that for the first few weeks Year 9 students will be served lunch in small 
hall and they will be informed of the new arrangements in assembly.  

 

Social Distancing and update risk assesssment 

 

 Our full risk assessment has been carried out and reviewed 
 Students have had contact with staff through this period of lockdown and have had 

regular well-being checks. 
 Bubble year groups will continue to be assigned specific entrances, exits and 

learning areas.  



 The behaviour policy will still be in full operation and any students breaking social 
distancing bubble rules may be isolated and then sent home for their safety and 
safety of others. 

 Students will not be allowed to go into shops before or after school 
 Students should bring their own drink. 
 Heightened awareness of hygiene and cleaning will be in action during your child’s 

visit to the school. 
 Deep cleans will continue to be carried out each evening 
 Measures will be taken to continue to improve ventilation for example by opening 

doors and windows. 
 All teachers and other staff will operate across different classes and year groups in 

order to facilitate the delivery of the school timetable 
 For individual and very frequently used equipment, such as pencils and pens, staff 

and pupils should have their own items that are not shared.  
 Classroom based resources, such as books and games, can be used and shared 

within each year group; these should be cleaned regularly, along with all frequently 
touched surfaces. 

 Resources that are shared between classes or bubbles, such as sports, art and 
science equipment should be cleaned frequently, meticulously and always between 
bubbles. 

 Teachers will continue to move from class to class and students will stay in static 
areas to maintain distance and to limit interaction with other ‘year bubbles’ 

 When movement does occur a one-way system will be in operation with specified 
year group entrances and exits 

 Regular handwashing will be factored  

 

Face Coverings 

 The DFE recommends the use of face coverings in secondary schools be extended 
to all indoor environments, ‘’including classrooms’’, for a ‘’limited period’’ until Easter.  

 Please ensure that your child comes to school with two masks each day. We 
are no longer able to provide masks for students who forget them.  
 

Attendance 
 

 School attendance will be mandatory again from your child’s return date. This means 
from that point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply. 

 

Transport 

 Having witnessed the high volume of bus usage last term, I ask that you really do 
consider other means of school travel. We ask that you encourage your child to walk 
or cycle to avoid public transport if possible but we understand that many of you will 
want to drop your child to school- Please do not stand at the gates to see them in 
and please assist us in following government guidance on social distance. 
 

School uniform 
 



 All students will return in full school uniform 
 
 

I am sure that you can appreciate that the government and DFE guidance is an ever-
changing picture and the plan is subject to change in order to incorporate further updates 
and advice when received. We remain committed to providing the best education to your 
child and we really look forward to seeing them when they return to school. 

 

I have been so impressed with the efforts and levels of commitment from our students during 
this period of remote learning and the fantastic support they are receiving from you at home 
during this difficult time. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, if you have any queries or suggestions. 

We thank you for your continued support 

God bless 

 

Jonathan Ronan 

Principal  

  

  

  

 


