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Changes to the Curriculum Structure from September 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

I am writing to inform you of upcoming changes to our curriculum structure which will take
effect from September 2022. We currently have a two-year Key Stage Three and a three-year
Key Stage Four. This will change to a three-year Key Stage Three and a two-year Key Stage
Four from next year.

Why are we making these changes?

The current curriculum structure was put in place over 10 years ago and while it has served
the college well over those years, the changes made at a national level to the Key Stage Three
National Curriculum and to examinations at Key Stage Four mean that the current structure no
longer meets the needs of our curriculum. For example, GCSE exams are now linear (the
exams are taken at the end of Year 11) so GCSE work completed in Year 9 will not be
assessed for up to three years, whereas under the previous modular system students could sit
part of their exams at the end of Year 10 which made it easier for the students to use what
they had learned in Year 9.

As well as changes to GCSE examinations, the latest educational research clearly
demonstrates the benefits of giving students a broader curriculum for as long as possible
before specialising for GCSEs. The topics and concepts studied at GCSE can be challenging
and require a large body of general knowledge and skills which then allow students to learn
successfully. By giving students more time to develop their knowledge and skills at Key Stage
Three, we are confident that they will be better equipped to learn the more complex knowledge
needed for Key Stage Four.

And finally, due to covid 19, we are acutely aware of the time your children have had out of
education. We believe that this additional time will help them to develop necessary skills and to
prepare themselves fully for the demands of GCSE. It will also allow you as parents and us as
educators more time to ensure that your child is on the right pathway and studying the subjects
which are best suited to them.
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What will the impact be on your children?

In the short term students in Year 8 will not be completing their Option choices this year.
Looking further forward we are currently finalising the plans for Year 9 from September 2022
and subject leaders are reviewing their curriculum maps in order to prepare for these changes.
The curriculum at year 9 will be similar to that of Year 8 in that the students will continue to
study a broad range of subjects. As we move through year 9, we will begin conversations
about subject choices and pathways, we will deliver taster lessons for students to allow them
to have experience of new GCSE subjects like Business and Photography.

What are the next steps?

We are planning a series of coffee mornings for parents where we will be available to speak
about the plan in more detail and answer any questions that you may have in order to support
you with this process.

These will take place in the summer term and we will communicate dates and times with you
later in the academic year.

Yours sincerely,

Ms C Delaney

Vice Principal


